NEIGHBORHOOD DESCRIPTION

Wal ker 6s Point has esoMidwvaukde. Mary Gouses date fsom thd o m

1800s and are built in the Greek revival, Federal, and Itali anate styles popular in the

middle of the 190 century. There are a large number of 19 century commercial

buildings as well. Most of them are on National Avenue, the main business didrict. In

addition, the neighborhood has a number of antique stores, trendy new restaurants

around South 2nd Street, and new condos onSouth 1st Street. The most recognizable

feature in the area is the Allen-Bradley Clock Tower, part of the Rockwell Automation

plant in the southeastern section of Walker& Point. The neighborhood has over 100

times more cafes than Milwaukee generally, and nearly twice the number of churches.
There i s green sp aMalker@ SguaMs b $malfrparentieo i nt .

neighborhood located directly across from the United Community Center. See

neighborhood photos below.
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National , where they metfor coffee with compatriots of the same village in Greece to talk,
exchange gossip, share religious and political ideologies, and play cards or games.
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immigrating and migrating communities . And many of these groups spawned their own
leadership in the neighborhood.

The Slovenian community

By the turn of the 20thc ent ur vy , a Slovenian community had
Point. Most lived near South 6th and National Avenue or near South 9" and Mineral

Streets. They opened a number of social clubs near the former location, including South

Side Turn Hall, Llidia Hall and Harmonie Hall. From this environment emerged one

very high profile Slovene. See his profile below.



Spotlight on Wal kerd6s Point res
(Photos and other information found on public records at Ancestry.com and other
public records)

Louis G. Bashell , nMi |l waukeebds Po

Loui s ()Basheluwamrai sed i n the
neighborhood. He was born on July, 1, 1914 while his
family was living on Bruce Street (then Park Place).
His parents, Joe and Antonia Bashell (nee Samsg),
were Slovenian immigrants. Louie took up the
accordion at age 7 and bg¢
tavern in the neighborhood 8 a practice he contnued
for 50 years. As a teen, hehoned his skills in the
music program o f  BTeghdligh School (photo to
left is him returning to the school for an event covered
in the yearbook, from Ancestry.com ). His musical genre wasthe polka--Slovenian
style. The Bashell family later moved to 13" and Walker, again in the neighborhood.

Bas h adclhimeslpr of essi onal <career began in
and reached its heights after he and his wife, Stephine A. Starich, moved to the
Jackson Park neighborhoodat5 521 W. Jackson Park Driv
Point, he formed a trio with him self, a drummer, and a saxophone player. Later, in
the 1940s, Bashell formed a 5-piece band. One of their recordings, the Slovenian folk
song, "Zidana Marela,"” ("Silk Umbrella") , sold out as fast as the bandcould make the
records. This resulted in a contract with RCA Victor.

Bashell remained aWisconsinite and a family man throughout his career. When
RCA wanted Bashell to promote the records on a lengthy national tour, he refused,
insisting that he wanted to be close to his wife and children, Roben, Linda, Diane, and
Deborah. He continued to focus his career on the local scene, becoming known as
AMi | waukeeds Pol ka King. o

While living in the Jackson Park neigh borhood, and later in Greendale, he
received numerous awards. These included six nominations for polka awards by the
Wisconsin Area Music Industry, an induction into the Wisconsin Polka Hall of Fame,
and a lifetime achievement award from the National Cleveland Style Polka Hall of
Fame. His most significant award waswhen he became Wisconsin's first resident to
receive aNational Heritage Fellowship grant from the National Endowment for the
Arts, becoming a National Heritage Fellow.

Having conducted his own polka band for more than seven decades, Bushell died
of complications from pneumonia in 2008. He was interred at Mount Olivet Cemetery
in Milwaukee.

The Laommonity
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the early 1900s Mexican i mmigration to the Un
worsening economic condwawve nesf i MexMexamncso .al sAo ||
country during the politicalheanvwe xdcoamo nkiecv otl wrt
191M0.t hough most Mexicans found jobs in | ocal
to Mil wasukdae&k edisod dlearr sasnkimewiWaglkyoi nt Latino
settl ement was due | argely to the recruitment
ont®Street . The earliest arriving Latinos to t
a profile of one bel ow.

Spotlight on Wadsitteat(1620s) Po i n
(Photos and other information found on public records at Ancestry.com and other
public records)

Federico Herrera

Federico Herr era arrived in Milwaukee in 1927 as a
22-year-old immigrant from El Oro, Mexico . Just
WW before arrivingheadwal &y
s ; baseball in Texas for th
e Estrell ads mines.
Herrera soon established himself with the newly
arriving Latinos beganWal Kk
seeking ways to fill their needs. In just a few years
hecof ounded Mi | wa u k elanguage f
newspapers,Sancho Panzaand Boletin
Informativo , with Miguel Sevilla Chavez and
Jesus C. PerezThe trio also founded Circulo
. - Soci al demiAlmi goGarmmEanza
commemorated the first Mexican to fly a plane between Mexico
City and Washington D.C.
Federico married Sophia and became a naturalized citizen in 1934 6ee his photo
on his naturalization papers from Ancestry.com ). He and his family later moved to
the Silver City neighborhood at 939 South 32nd Street. He died in 1992 and was buried
at St. Adal bertds Cemetery.
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OQur Lady of Guad®tupgpetan f2auhtgle adMe xi cans began

t hem, mi grating from the Southwest. A paralle
Puerto Ricans begasm Roi mrstettl e in Wal ker
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Wisconsin Indian Community

Before there was a Milwaukee members oftheOj i bwa, O€6kRudk, tPomia,wa
and St ocMubnrsiedeg ethatdi sres t | ed 1 n So uBtuhte assetveerrma | Wi
hundred years of European encroachment on the

American government resulted in the removal o]
| anad AAway from the Mi |l waukee area.

However, by the 1930s, there were f-aint si
arriwerles moving i@t Bot heAmdmdg ketwbemsa | ot - f ami |l i e
the OjarbtweendP t he Onehad Sdtetfifées nei ghbor hood p
1940. Doris, Shirley, and Del ores Steffe grew
Consolidated Tribes of Ambatcperfodmadsatahaoa
public and private evehhes RdAOrmrtcaugdowaoulod salhi st
|l eadership positions (see the profile of Del

But it would be Iin®tRei @®5@%csuttdase®Wwat kerl a
Natiivnretso t he area. Once the Wi sconsin Indians
Un ted States government enlgagietdalildngda amu mleen ha
Native popul ation and assimilate them ¢al [Ead o

the Voluntary Relocation Program, was designe
into citiedat Whenpedel e arrived in Milwaukee f

had the needed skills or support sAmd efrswdro t
yet received help from the relocation offices
staffed. Theloeaull & fawseesr viehdatas t he only commun
pl aces.

Making a community
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Operated by John A. and Nancy Danforth (Oneid
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Muskego. Rdni bikenpnCol eman Schwanrhpnditame ahtahrl est
t eams. S hwiafmg, Emily, was a certifOhedd®nei da
Schwamps would also refer problem drinkers to

One of the tphac®shwhmpse may have referred |
the United I ndians of Mil wéulPoée ntemteemghbalrdhoo
Locat®edsatWw. Bruce Street, the center not onl
meetings, but offered el der|l l unch progr ams,
games, basketball, and India dance and craft
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Spotlight on Wal ker @%0sBoi nt res
(Photo and other information courtesy of Frank Porter ; U.S. Censu3

The Porters

On the year that Del D. Porter was born, his parents had
just moved from Bay View to 211South 39 Street in the
Wal ker 6 s Poi n tTheifanilygvAstOgbwé o0 o ¢
from the White Earth Reservation in Minnesota . Del ¢
father, Delmar Teddy Porter (a.k.a. Cyclone) was a
professional boxer, having won state Golden Gloves
championships in his younge
Porter, was a homemaker.

As Del grew up he was tutored by his father. By the
time he was out of his teens Del had won multiple state
Golden Gloves championships himself.But Del 6s
contribution to the local area was outside of the ring. In
1960, Del Porter opened the Ace Boxing Club to serve
south side youth. The club trained them to box, but also
taught them to respect their elders and gave the youth
ways to become strong contributing citizens. The club had multiple locations until it
found a permanent home in a pavilion in Kosciuszko Park in the Lincoln Village
neighborhood (the pavilion is now named after Porter). From 1960 until his death
from cancer in 2008, Del Porter worked days as a bus driver and evenings as a boxing
trainer and social mentor to hundreds of y oung people. At no time did Del ever charge
a fee for his services In addition to his work with youth, Del Porter served in multiple
leadership positions for Indian Summer.

Del married three times, first to Caroline Mary Barbara Cecot, secondto Esther
Florence (nee Shopofski) who died in 1988, and third to Diana (nee Burgard). He had
14 children.

Despite Del 6sAde aBdxiimg 20®®Bt, i nued. De
De l manage the club duri ng hik®&ortertosktovedasa y
club leader. In the tradition of his father, Frank supported himself with day jobs and
never accepted a salary f or hadeshipy comiunity i
service activities have expanded, including block cleaning, hdping the elderly, picnics
and celebrations for local residentsd and each year, a reverent ceremony that attracts
scores of residents to honor his fatherd Del Porter, charismatic founder of Ace Boxing.

The preservationist influence

Al | the popul ations mi gsr aPt@ivirgtr i tnha ndglemar d thieo W
mar ks on the archkFtemtuhal mladdodechbdPdali aeae e
Queen Anne, and Greek and Gothic Revival h ome
el egant storefro@tse o, SNanededd alWi th Ur ban Rene
freeway buil ding razi@ghisot araincga raaf a dM j| wiaaltke e



wanted to preserve tmainedghkbbohovdsMubhtofet
begaWal erPoi nt with tthiwe st ou n &i Wgnlirdggarn i izt i on
the ear.l yHi1lOt7d0r& cP WMantkelrat er becamecHi $nhodBd8N
the area just east of the freeway became the
Register of Historic Pl aces.

Current populations (as of 2017)

Scores of Wal ker6s Poi nt hhe preservatiomstneovemene n r e st
beganin Milwaukee. New residents, intent on living in an urban setting in a historic
neighborhood, have been purchasing thehistoric homes and starting businesses in the
neighborhood. Trendy coffee shops and cafeshave cropped up in unexpected places.

Todaythe popul ati ons that phdudeverafewemeMeliséafer 6 s P
the early Greek, Slovenian, or Wisconsin Indian communities. But just over half the
residents are of Mexican ancestry. In addition, a pproximately 1 in 10 claim Puerto Rican
or German ancestry, and approximately 1 in 20 claim Polish or Irish ancestry. African
Americans comprise just over 7 percent of the population. The largest number of

occupations in Walkerds Point are in the fiel
facilities (buil ding/maintenance) , with management close behind.
Despite its recent rise in stataomesidertdal ker 0

with modest means. Approximately half of the population lives in households that fall
into the low income category (with annual incomes under $25,000). Most of the rest live
in lower middle income households (with annual incomes between $25,000 and
$50,000). The good news is that mortgages and rents arevery affordable. Over half of
home-owners spend between $501 and $1,000 on selected homeowner costs per month
(e.g., mortgages, deeds of trust, contracts to purchase, taxes, insurance)Most rental
units cost between $501and $1,000 a month.
Wal ker 6s Point has alneighboriloochassbdiattoe. and ef f ec

INTERESTING FEATURES

1 Wal k e 8qgéare , a small park at 1039 South 9" Street, donated to the
neighborhood by founder George Walker and used today for many community
events including a farmers market (see photo).

1 Global Water Center , at 247 W. Freshwater Way, with water-related research
facilities for universities, existing water -related companies and accelerator space
for new companies.

1 Arts -at-Large atits new location in the old Patrick Cudahy Meat Market once at
420-422 Grove Street (now 3"), providing a wide range of creative programs for
Milwaukee school children.

T Wal ker ds Poi nt Ce n at839 Sduth 5" StreletewittAar gallery
accommodating 10 exhibitions each yearand a wide range of educational
program.



1 Lynde & Harry Bradley Technology and Trade School, at 700 South 4t
Street, continuing a tradition of teaching trade skills to young people since its
days as Bsegphao) Tech

1 United Community Center , at 1028 S. 9" (see outingsand photos below).

RECURRING NEARBY OUTINGS

In the following section the website addresses have been eliminated dudo technical problems
with the various ways different web browsers display PDF files. Website information on these
events is available through the book Milwau kee Area Outings on the Cheap.See below.

STHSTREET FEST

When? Where? Description and contact info Admission
Late Sep., Sat.-12 | 5" Street in| Music, food, games. Free
10pm Walke®

Point

WALKER®S SQUARE FARMERS MARKET

When? Where? Description and contact info Admission

Mid Jun. thru Aug.,| 1031 S.® | Fresh produce from Wisconsin farmers, baked goods, ar{ Free
Sun., Thu. 8abpm | St.

WALK THROUGH MILWAUKEETINO HISTORY

When | Where? Description and contact info Admission

Daily, | United Opportunity to learn about Latino history by visiting tannery and fou| Free
10 Community | exhibits, photos, and art inside the UCC building, and historical mu
4pm | Center, 102§ sides of Bruce Guadalupe School next door.

S. oSt
DIA DE LOS MUERTOS
When? Where? Description andontact info Admission
Late Oct.,, Satf Wa |l ker 6s Day of celebration, parade, games, other events. Free

10amdpm 9h & Mineral

WALKER®S POI NT CENTER FOR THE AR

When? Where? Description and contact info Admission

Tue-Sat. 12 839S 5th St. Ongoing exhibitions in a community setting. Free to
5pm look




JULY ZHCELEBRATIONITCHELL
When? Where? Description and contact info Admission
July &, 9am Mitchell Park, 220(¢ ParadeDoll Buggy, Bike & Trike, and Cpakjarg, music, | Free
10pm W. Pierce St. fireworks.

These outings are provided courtesy of MECAH Publishing. To access the book that
provides nearly 600 outings d all priced under $100 for the entire Greater Milwaukee
area, go tohttp://mecahmilwaukee.com/NonFiction.html

QUOTESFROM RESIDENTS

Quotes from 2017 oral history being conducted by Urban Anthropology
Inc. 10 Remembering THEN:

A Upon arrivi ng Thene hdddéekr atistGtadios particutar]y three

floors above Bern Brothers furniture store, which was crammed with artists. Where |

went specifically was off of Florida, and t
the time that | first came to Walkerds Poin
that time there were still active partsoft he compl ex (i tés a bunch of
active tanning going on, leather tanning. And Sprecher Brewery was there, and

Vanguard Foundry, and Ivends I ndustrial Mac hi
machinery, in f act sPding gn Bauceest. Bhere wete five of usWal k er 6
artists and Fred Vogel and Hans Moede owned the building. It was in rough shape. They

gave us a five year lease and fronted the money to renovate the floor, we were on the 5th

floor, to make it habitable. Subsequently, 2nd floor artists went in and eventually by the

end of the five years, they did not renew our lease because they could get more money

from corporate offices. It has gone both ways
where artists came in and did some improvements and people saw the potential. | think

another significant part of that is Milwaukee is one of the few cities that has a live-work

ordinance for artists. 0

h a
t

fiGoodwi |l |l was my first recoll ection yeafsolwal ker 6
my grandmother went with a friend all the way down here from where we lived in

Butler, Wisconsin to shop there. It was open from 1924 to 1977. All those years. Going to

Goodwi | | and showing me what she gotatwas t he
have. Then when | was in about 8th grade | had a teacher named Cesar Ovedde was a

Mexican man that lived in Waukesha . . . he came down here, he even let us go from

school, he had to leave Butler (that's 127th near Hampton Ave), come all the way davn

1 Urban Anthropology Inc. complies with human subjects requirements of formal research and asks informants to
sign informed consent forms that stipulate anonymity, hence names are not provided with the quotes.



here and thateo be
ot

S re the freeway was up, to
class. Thatodés an r

onesoPompntforst memori e

AThere were just tons and tons of different nationalities. But there was certainly a group

of Slovenians who were able to trace back their memories. Also, some Greek, but not a

lot. The Topitzes family was here forever.. . Memo Topi tzesd6 tlemily owne
grocery store on National Ave. His brother was an active Socialist. He had a big family

and that neighborhood store was where all of the kids from the high school went. He

was born | believe in 1918. He was born, | believe, in this country and his parents came

over from Greece when he was a kid. He was known as the Mayor of National Aveue.

He knew everything that was going on in the neighborhood and was very old school. He

ki ssed the | adi es 6 ndbadgreatstones Beodemyaget | € 6l 601t ,
who grew up in the area talked about going to
was the number one sellero

fMexicans and Pol i sh have very similar values and
to a Mexican wedding where | would dance with the bride and men would dance with

the groom, and you do that and then give them a dollar. | have heard that rural Polish

people do the same cusom. And they had the Catholic Church between them, the

Germans, the Slovenians, the Mexicans and the Puerd Ricans too. Religion united them

very much. 0

fNow some people will say,®h , Wal ker 6 s P q &dityseditotbédtse hi gh end
opposite as | ate as 1985 and al moboutth 90. That
disinvestment, the 75 percentabsent ee | andl ords and potor peop
do anything with their homes i f they wanted t

Al know what happened when the Holy Trinity C hurch, the Mexican church, [that]

started in the gymnasium of the 3rd floor of the Holy Trinity gymnas ium. The pastor

invited them to come and have their mass there in the summer of 1926 until they

opened the first Mexican mission which is on 719 S. 5th or 313 Grove Sktet. As the

Mexicans got larger in the group they moved to a telephone company office,now the

Guadalupe Center, and the Guadeloupe Dental Clinic hangs out there too. That was in

646, then 20 years |l ater Holy Trinityds Ger ma

Germans and some Sl ovenians. There used to be
called St. John the Evangelist, they moved to Cold Spring Road and that hall, Parish
Hal I , the UCC started there, dhe dhurnhdbecamet 6 s b ec

more Spanish-speaking after the Sovenians died. | remember them. There were a few

Germans left too when | was younger. | came to their church and we got married there

in 1979. And | began to go there very continuously, like I do now, in 1981. The remains

of the Slovenians were still there at that time and some old Germans that had been at

Holy Trinity in the 20ssebecomdnmoseée nbexitbay.

AWell, actually it was probably a lot of blue collar, a number of professionals, and the
homeless. We had, again, that diversity that was very attractive. It was the full gamut.
From lawyers down to the homeless. | there were was a small contingent that worked in



the neighborhood and that would be in service areas and there were still the
manufacturing plants. But | think the majority left the neighborhood. 0

fiThere was a placdgustkitty-c or ner fr om wher e | glamddndthee ng <cal |
guy that ran it--it was the saddest little hotdog and hamburger place you can possibly

imagine. But the guy that ran it was a veteran of WW Twoand he kept it open because

all these guys would go there in the morning and he would give them a free hotdog and a

cup of coffeed

AOur church was very much working for justice, we had an organization called CUFCA,
Congregations United for Community Action. What the city had planned for this

neighborhood was, it was all one neighborhood as far as 14th Street, and then the

freeway was @nstructed and they felt it divided the neighborhood in half, so they made

t wo out of one. They made Wal ker 6s Square bec
donated by George Walker in 1837. 1t0s .probab
. [and then] the city wanted to have the entire neighborhood be a light industrial zone.

They were tearing down as many houses as they could to get light factories in here. One

of the first things they did when we came here was to petition the city to try to stop that

whol esal e destruction of houses for industry.
have public hearings and then go to a public hearing in the City Hall and testify. The

Alderman was Chris Drager, he would never go to any community group.. . Then we got

Mary Anne McN ulty and she was an activist. But we had to petition the city and get

signatures and my wife had a large map on which we tried to get signatures from the

homeowners to say that they were willing to have it rezoned. Because the citydid not

want it to become what it is now. They wanted light manufacturing to the freeway and

after the freeway they wanted the homes. Thatwasthe city plan. It took a lot of effort by

many people at our church to chalmege that zoni
neighborhood now quppified 8-or not uppified ,6but more high-end people here. They

would not have had it without the work that we did. 0

Quotes from 2017 oral history  being conducted by  Urban Anthropology
Inc. & About NOW:

Alt has changed verymuchand a | ot of it has to do with th
with the Wal keros Point Association and with
diligently, first of all, to get the city to give us Paliafito Park for redevelopment. So Arts -

at-Large hasbeew r edevel oping the park on 3rd and Wal
a lot more in the spring of this year to the park to make it even more exciting and usable

for the neighborhood. So a lot of our work has gone into that in the neighborhood. And

n o w v putchased the old Patrick Cudahy building on the corner of Washington and

5th and wedre in the process of renovating t
webre making it a huge investment in the nei
street, whi ch we 6 r e o0 mthey tompletely sedidriim estreet itself, widened the
sidewal ks to 17 1/ 2 feet and theyodre treescap
wedre also very much involved in beautifying
(Creative Corridor6  Garridod Creativo 60

h
g



AEven in the relatively short period | d6ve been
Webve had 5th St. redevelopment. Wi dening of
and shops there to hawangletdsi dve otvaeblhas. nElwa tbd
into the area. Just around the corner from Meraki and other restaurants. Then weobv e

also had new apartment buildings or condominiums being erected too, converted from

previous warehouses. So, it has changea

fiBecause of the nature of our work, our work is to bring people together from diverse

cultures and diverse neighborhoods--so we see people getting along all the time. All of

the work we do is around pewga Sikhkworkiggwahnd nonyv
us. We work a lot with the Jewish Museum of Milwaukee. We work with multiple ar tists

from multiple countries. A nd we have global mentors from around the world. So our

work is centered in people getting along and helping people have conversations. We

have really good experiences in our neighborhoodo

AWe really love the live-work part of it. We want to see more jobs come back in the

neighborhood and that mixture of living and being able to roll out of bed. Like, next

door to us a lot of the ballerinas live there. They roll out of bed and they go to work next

door. Thatos the way the neighborhood was 1in
just walked to work. 0

AAnd a | emi lolffendnoigasl s have dogs. ltoés | i ke, my
havet wo so | 6m very dog f r i elookidtallthesbdogs. Whichwas | us
was not real evident when we first moved in, because we moved in with two dogsas well.

But thatodods a huge change that |1 6ve sowéenn. Actu
the neighborhood group are pwadinthigActually a dog
3rd Street has been designated a safe dogvalking area which is how we got an extra

street light. 0

Al do know there are different types of businesses moving intot he nei ghbor hood.
got a |l anding spot with Sazds as a major cate
have Bray Architects here and therebds other Kk
wedding serviceso

iThereds | ots oWabkerdab PBoermiceFIhenHi spanic Ce
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, Aurora Health Clinic has an office down here. There
was some social services focusing on victims

and Family Centers for homeless young adults. Milwaukee Christian Center.0

fArts at Large is a facilitator of that, so we contract with about 100 Milwaukee based
artists to do the work that we do. So the nature of our business is to facilitate
employment for artists, get them to understand how to work in education, and bring
multiple artist across cultures and disciplines together to educate Milwaukee Public
School students.0

flLas Posadas, you go to the three places and you ask in Spanish to get in. They would say
like,@ her eds nhe inm Garal thenithe third place, they invited you in. | used to



go on Posadas; | used to go on Spanish speaking Posadas. And | learned how to say
those songs in Spani soh. Il t6s a Mexican custom

i L e a defmitely Alpha. Ursula Twombly, which is funn y because she's an architect

that has a |l ot to do with Walkerds Point but
her architectural firm but she is stildl i nvol
person that runs Arts at Large is a dynamo. The Walkers Point Business Association-

that group. But they are not grassroots, they are coming from the outside and investing.

Jose Perez | mentioned is a major leader. UCC had a number of different directors that

have been visionaryo

fl thinkthebiggest things thatés absolutely i mpactin
community group , Voces Frontera, and they do organize a lot of gatherings and
demonstrations and marches around the immigrations policies that are current. 0

An or al hi story of the Wal kerds Square neighb
Urban Anthropology Inc. If you wish to be interviewed for this project, contact
JFLanthropologist@sbcglobal.net .
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