Approximate boundaries:
N-W. Capitol Dr; S-W. Burleigh St;
E-N. 60th St; W-N. 76th St

NORTHWEST SIDEDineen Park
NEIGHBORHOOD DESCRIPTION
Dineen Park is a predominantly residential neighborhood with a commercial corridor on
Capitol Drive. More than half of the neighborhood is occupied by Wanderers’ Rest/Lincoln
Memorial Cemetery, Dineen Park, and Holy Cross Cemetery. Houses are closely spaced and
mainly mid-20th century ranch homes and Cape Cods. Most of the streets follow a grid pattern
except for the area just north of Holy Cross Cemetery, where there are winding streets and a
number of cul-de-sacs on the west side of Appleton Avenue.
The park named Dineen is a 64-acre commons with a pond, basketball courts, tot lot, pavilion,
golf course, tennis courts, a splash pad, and a play area. See neighborhood photos below.

HISTORY
Dineen Park is named after its large park of the same
designation. The park was named in honor of Cornelius
R. Dineen, who served as park commissioner between
1927 and 1955.

Todays neighborhoodHoly Cross Cemetery

Early populations
Although Dineen Park did not actually develop as a
neighborhood until well into the 20th century, it did have
a scattering of very early settlers. Two of the area’s major
arterials, Appleton and Lisbon Avenues, began as plank
roads in the 1850s. Named for their destinations, Appleton connected Milwaukee to cities on and around Lake
Winnebago (including Appleton),and Lisbon connected
Milwaukee to the town of Lisbon. Small hamlets of mainly
German farmers grew up along these roads while the area was
still part of the unincorporated Town of Wauwatosa.
Two developments in today’s Dineen Park neighborhood would begin to attract
commerce at the turn of the 20th century. Both were cemeteries. The first was Wanderers’ Rest
(today’s Lincoln Memorial), an 85-acre area north of Burleigh, built in 1894 by German-speaking
Lutherans. The second was Holy Cross, a cemetery just west of Appleton Avenue, built in 1909
for Irish, German, Italian, Czech, Polish, and other Catholics. The two large cemeteries would
initially attract florists and monument dealers to nearby streets.
However, the Dineen Park area did not draw residents in earnest until the 1920s and
1930s, and still had fewer than 40 residences by 1940. The developing neighborhood received a
bonus during the Great Depression. Beginning in 1933, support from the Civil Works Administration and Works Progress Administration allowed Milwaukee County to transform taxdelinquent real estate into parks. The area that would later be known as Dineen Park would
become a recipient, as would nearby Nash Park.

Capitol Drive
Since its development as a neighborhood, the main commercial corridor of Dineen Park has
been Capitol Drive. The thoroughfare had originally been named Lake Street. In 1926, the city
was trying to eliminate duplicate names and renamed the street Capitol Drive. W.J.C. Flieth
had suggested the designation because the state’s capitol in Madison was due west of it.
The following chart shows the sparse business community on West Capitol in the
Dineen Park region in 1940 when the area had fewer than 40 households. See summary
and notes below.
Addresses on W.
Capitol Dr. in 1940

Names of businesses, offices, apartments, and organizations
from the Milwaukee City Directory

6408

Richard Lanyon Landscaping

6700

Fairway Driving Range

7308

Henry Schraml Barbecue

7311

Kleinmann Service

7322

Capitol Drive Fruit Market

7331

Geller’s Fruit Market

7400

Kleinmann’s Filling Station

7400 ne

Golden Guernsey Milk Jug Confectioners

Summary notes from the U.S. Census and other records:
•

While nearly all the residents found in the Milwaukee City Directory for the Dineen Park
area in 1940 had German names, Richard Lanyon, the landscaper, was born in England.

•

Like most Milwaukee neighborhoods prior to 1970, few shopkeepers had attended
high school.

•

Henry Schraml, with the barbecue place, was a German immigrant who had completed the
8th grade.

•

Peter Kleinmann, with the filling station, was the son of German immigrants. He had
completed the 4th grade.

•

The Milk Jug restaurants (specializing in milk products like ice cream) used to have enormous
milk jugs at the top of the buildings that attracted travelers. In back, patrons could still watch
the farmers milking the cows.

The following randomly selected resident in 1940 was typical in many ways of the early
Dineen Park population. However, there was one mystery about this family.

Dineen Park Random Resident (1940s)
Name selected randomly from the 1940 City Directory in the Dineen Park area
(photo and other information found in public records on Ancestry.com)
Theodore T. Bagemihl
Theodore (Ted) Bagemihl lived and operated a blacksmith shop at 3901 W. Nash in 1940.
Aged 70 at the time, he lived with two of his adult sons, Theodore and Walter—neither of
whom apparently ever married. Father Ted had recently been widowed from wife Emilie
Caroline Johanna (nee Borgwandt). The family was German and Ted’s parents, Michael
Gottfried Bagemihl and Caroline Louise Kloehn, had been immigrants from Prussia. The
Bagemihls had settled in the eastern section of the unincorporated Town of Wauwatosa
and gradually moved west.
While Ted had operated his blacksmith shop since he was
in his 30s, census records periodically list
him as working as an electrician in a
foundry. He may have occasionally supplemented his business as a skilled laborer
for someone else. Like many Milwaukee
men, Ted was a member of the Knights of
Pithias, a fraternal society. He’d joined the
Walker’s Lodge.
Ted and Emilie had at least six
children, Walter, Gilbert, Richard,
Theodore, Grace, and Gertrude. Records
present a mystery. Five of the children
were given the expected
surname of Bagemihl at birth, but Theodore, the fourth-born, was not. Birth records
show that he was christened Theodore G. Mills at his birth in 1898, but his parents were
actually Theodore T. and Emile Bagemihl. Why the altered surname? Records don’t shed
light on any reason for a different name. The family’s last two children were not named
Mills. Theodore Mills kept this surname for his entire life, apparently living with his
father until the latter died. Was Mills a less ethnic version of Bagemihl? That does not
seem a likely motive because Milwaukee Germans did not begin anglicizing their names
until after World War I. At the turn of the 20th century, Milwaukee Germans could
not have been prouder of their heritage. Perhaps a reader of this website knows
the reason.
Ted Bagemihl lived to be 86. He was buried in Wanderers’ Rest (today’s Lincoln
Memorial) Cemetery in Dineen Park in 1956. See gravestone photo to right.
Post-World War II
The neighborhood finally began to reach maturity following the end of the Great Depression
and World War II, when, like most Milwaukee neighborhoods, it experienced a housing boom.
Commerce continued to grow on Capitol Drive. Below is a listing of businesses that were on
Capitol within the Dineen Park boundaries in 1955—about double the number from 1940. See
notes below.

Addresses on W.
Capitol Dr. in 1955

Names of businesses, offices, apartments, and organizations
from the Milwaukee City Directory

6012

Milwaukee Gas Light Company

6132

Capitol Inn Tavern

6304

Petzold Florist

6419

Edlo Seat Cover Company

6519

Stromberg Service Auto Repair

6635

Hilltop Homes Inc.
Hilltop Insurance Service
Hilltop Realty Company

7000

Kitt’s Drive Inn

7308

Capitol Beer Depot

7324

Clark’s Super Gas Station

7400

Capitol Super Service Station

7440

Jacob’s Mobile Home Sales

7500

Capitol Animal Clinic
Charles L. Smith Veterinarian
Dale F. Wood Veterinarian

7520

Dutchland Dairy

Summary notes from the U.S. Census and other records:
•

August Petzold, the florist, lived on N. 60th Street, near his shop. He began his career as a
gardener before opening his store and may have still grown many of his own flowers. He
was the son of German immigrants and had completed the 8th grade. The proximity to
two neighborhood cemeteries may have prompted his decision to open the store.

•

Hilltop Realty in 1940 may be today’s Hilltop Parish (real estate company).

•

Kitt’s Drive Inn still exists at 70th and Capitol Dr., known today as Kitt’s Frozen Custard.

•

The Capitol Animal Clinic, later known as the Capitol Drive Animal Hospital, is today
located at 73rdand Burleigh.

•

In the 1950s through the 1970s Dutchland Dairy restaurants popped up in many of Milwaukee’s
developing neighborhoods. While they were primarily known for their dairy treats like hot
fudge sundaes, they also served hearty meals such as strip steaks (rarely for more than $2 with
all the trimmings).

In the second half of the 20th century African Americans began to migrate to the Dineen Park
neighborhood and surrounding areas. This happened for two reasons: (1) the need for housing
following the razing of over 8,000 homes in the African American Bronzeville community in
the late 1950s through the mid-1960s (see Halyard Park neighborhood), and (2) the availability
of family-supporting jobs in the former Granville and Northwest Side communities. As in most
German-dominated areas in Milwaukee, the integration of the new population proceeded
relatively smoothly, particularly after the passage of the national and the Milwaukee fair
housing laws in 1968. Many African American families were able to purchase homes and
move into the middle class.
Unfortunately, the deindustrialization movement that proceeded in earnest in the early
1980s arrested this course. Manufacturing employment in Milwaukee fell 77 percent, from a
peak in 1963 to the present. What had been a working-and middle-class area on the Northwest
Side was in economic decline.

Current populations (as of 2021)
Today, Dineen Park has a little over 3,600 residents. Of these, over 7 in 10 are African Americans.
Approximately 2 in 10 are European Americans and those of German ancestry make up the
largest proportion. In addition, about 1 in 20 residents are either Asians (mostly Hmong) or
Latinos (mostly Puerto Ricans). The remainder are residents of multiple backgrounds. The
neighborhood also has substantially more women than men.
Just under half of Dineen Park residents live in low-income households (with annual
incomes under $25,000), a high proportion for Milwaukee generally. Despite this, the
neighborhood is a well-educated one with over 3 in 10 residents holding bachelor’s or graduate
degrees. The occupations cited by residents most often are in the fields of administration,
production, and food service.
Just under two-thirds of the property units in Dineen Park are rented, and the rents are
definitively modest, with about 3 in 10 rental units going for under $500 a month and over half
going for $501 to $1,000. Homes are also a buy. Nearly threequarters of the homes have select
ownership costs (e.g., mortgages, deeds of trust, contracts to purchase, taxes, insurance) under
$1,500 a month.
Dineen Park has an active neighborhood organization. The Dineen Park Neighborhood
Association connects residents in order to support and sustain a “clean, green, and
engaged community.”

IMPORTANT NEIGHBORHOOD FEATURES
•
•

Wanderers’ Rest (today’s Lincoln Memorial) Cemetery, at 6400 W. Burleigh, (see above).
Holy Cross Cemetery, at 7301 W. Nash St., (see above and photo below).

•

Golf Course at Dineen Park, at 6901 W. Vienna St., an 18-hole course.

RECURRING NEARBY OUTINGS (Health conditions permitting)
In the following section the website addresses have been eliminated due to technical problems
with the various ways different web browsers display PDF files. Website information on these
events is available through the book Milwaukee Area Outings on the Cheap. See below.
ICE FISHING CLINIC FOR KIDS
When?

Mid Feb., Sat.,
9am-3pm

Where?

Dineen Park, 6901
W. Vienna St.

Description and contact info

Instruction on ice fishing skills, safety, and regulations (with
equipment provided) for kids 15 and under.

Admission

Free

DINEEN PARK GOLF COURSE
When?

Warm weather
months

Where?

Dineen Park, 6901
W. Vienna St.

Description and contact info
1 course, 18 holes

Admission

Contact Milw.
County Parks

JULY 4TH CELEBRATION
When?

July 4,
8:30-11:30am

Where?

Enderis Playfield,
2978 N. 72nd St.

Description and contact info

Parade, games, music, watermelon-eating contest.

Admission

Free

FREE FAMILY SWIM
When?

Tue. 6:00-6:55pm
females;
7:00-7:55pm
males

Where?

Washington H.S.,
2525 N. Sherman
Blvd., enter main
gym door on
Sherman Blvd.

Description and contact info

Indoor swimming with swim caps available for purchase (children 7
and under must be accompanied by adult). 875-6025

Admission

Families, free

These outings are provided courtesy of MECAH Publishing.

QUOTES FROM RESIDENTS
If you are a resident in Dineen Park and wish to make an interesting observation about this
neighborhood, please send your quote to JFLanthropologist@sbcglobal.net

PHOTOS

Todays neighborhoodHouses on 61st & Melvina

Todays neighborhood-Dineen Park

Todays neighborhoodHouses on 73rd & Vienna

For more information on Milwaukee neighborhoods, refer to John Gurda’s Milwaukee, City of
Neighborhoods and Jill Florence Lackey’s and Rick Petrie’s Germans in Milwaukee: A
neighborhood history.
Do you have great photos of this neighborhood? Are you a resident with an interesting quote
about this neighborhood? Do you have recurring outings, additions, corrections, or general
comments about this neighborhood? Please email your input to:
JFLanthropologist@sbcglobal.net

www.urban-anthropology.org

