
of the homes in the 1950s that were within today’s College Heights boundaries stood on the
south side of College Avenue. Most of the residents were Polish and German, with a scattering of
Norwegians, English, and Irish. The neighborhood did not develop a commercial corridor.

An example of a somewhat typical family that settled in the College Heights area after
World War II is the following.

College Heights family profile (1950s)
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The Czarnatas

Sometime after the end of World War II, Raymond J. and Phyllis Bernadette
Czarnata (nee Sienko)--both descendants of Polish immigrants--moved to a home at
313 West College Avenue. Neither Phyllis nor Raymond hailed from the Milwaukee
area. Phyllis was born in Beaver, Wisconsin in 1922, and Raymond in Lena,
Wisconsin in 1918. However, both moved with their fami-
lies to the Milwaukee area as children—Phyllis to West Lin-
coln Avenue in the Town of Greenfield and John to South
Howell and Edgerton in the Town of Lake (both areas that
would later be annexed into the City of Milwaukee). The
couple may have met at a Polish function.

In 1942, at age 24, Raymond enlisted in the military. He
served the duration of World War II. Phyllis and Raymond mar-
ried either during or shortly after the war (see their wedding
photo). The two had a daughter, Donna Lee, who later married a
man with the surname of Nipko.

It is not known how long the Czarnatas lived in the
College Heights neighborhood. By the middle 1990s they had
moved to Arlington, Texas—perhaps to join their daughter’s
family or other relatives. John died in May 1995 and Phyllis
in July 1996. Both were buried at Arlington Cemetery.

Changes took place in the College Heights area beginning in the late 1970s. First, theMilwaukee
Area Technical College added a campus in Oak Creek. The college needed significant acreage when
it opened its Center for Energy Conservation and AdvancedManufacturing (ECAM) at the Oak
Creek Campus, with a 3.5 kW wind turbine, three solar photovoltaic systems, a solar thermal
energy system, and a geothermal heating and cooling system. Much of that acreage extends
into the College Heights neighborhood (see photo below).

Second, the population demographics in the neighborhood were changing. Latinos that had
settled in theWalker’s Point area in the 1920s had begun tomove further south in the 1970s. By the
early 1980smany had found their way into the Garden District. In addition, the Islamic Center of
Milwaukee, built in 1982 in the Garden District’s Mitchell West neighborhood, was also attracting
new populations to the area, including Arabs, Jordanians, and North Africans.

http://www.neighborhoodsinmilwaukee.org/Mitchell%20West.pdf




OUTDOOR ICE SKATING--CUDAHY

When? Where? Description and contact info Admission
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EASTER BUNNY AT PULASKI--CUDAHY

When? Where? Description and contact info Admission
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JULY 4TH CELEBRATION--CUDAHY

When? Where? Description and contact info Admission
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SWEET APPLE-WOOD FESTIVAL--CUDAHY

When? Where? Description and contact info Admission
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These outings are provided courtesy of MECAH Publishing. To access the book that provides
nearly 600 outings—all priced under $10—for the entire Greater Milwaukee area, go to
http://mecahmilwaukee.com/NonFiction.html

SANTA IN THE PARK--CUDAHY

When? Where? Description and contact info Admission
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NATIONAL NIGHT OUT--CUDAHY

When? Where? Description and contact info Admission
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