Approximate boundaries:
N-W. Capitol Dr; S-W. Keefe Ave;
E-Hwy 43, W-N. 20th St

NORTH SIDEArlington Heights
NEIGHBORHOOD DESCRIPTION
Arlington Heights is a densely populated, mostly residential neighborhood with a substantial
business corridor along West Atkinson Avenue. While the neighborhood is located at an elevation
that extends from the northern section of the Borchert Field area, Arlington Heights’ blocks are
generally flat. The main housing types are closely spaced, one-story bungalows. Streets follow a
grid pattern with the exception of West Atkinson and North Teutonia Avenues, both of which
run at a diagonal through the neighborhood.
The only green spaces are Atkinson Park, a small 1.3-acre triangular
Commons formed by the intersection of Atkinson, Nash, and 9th
Street, and Lucille Berrien Park (formerly Lindberg Park) at
Todays neighborhood16 th Street and Nash. See neighborhood photos below.
Bungalows at 15th & Capitol Drive

HISTORY
Arlington Heights shares a history with its next-door neighbor,
Williamsburg Heights.

Early populations
In the mid-1800s, a German farming and trading community
was established at the southeastern border of today’s Arlington
Heights neighborhood. The immigrant trading center developed
in the triangle formed by Green Bay Avenue, Port Washington
Road, and Keefe Avenue (much of which is covered by I-43
today). The settlement was called Williamsburg.
The Williamsburg community was commercially active, with its
own flour mill, greenhouses, blacksmiths, bakeries, and even its own post office. By the early
20th century, the area was beginning to industrialize. Industries were attracted to the open land
and railroad service to the area, particularly in the Williamsburg Heights neighborhood just east
of Arlington Heights. Gradually populations to the south began to expand into both communities.
Most of these were also Germans who had been settling in large numbers in Milwaukee since the
early 1830s.
Germans remained the dominant population in the neighborhood well into the 20th
century. A search of Arlington Heights blocks in the Milwaukee City Directory in the early decades
of the 20 th century shows over 9 in 10 residents with German names, and a neighborhood that was
filling to capacity. Local residents enjoyed the beer gardens in nearby neighborhoods, ballgames at
Borchert Field (see Borchert Field neighborhood), and access to jobs in local shops and industries.
One major shopping area for Arlington Heights residents was North 3rd Street in today’s
Harambee and Williamsburg Heights neighborhoods, just walking distance from Arlington blocks.
(To read a sample of the business owners in the major commercial corridors in Harambee, click on
the Harambee neighborhood link.)
The major business corridor in Arlington Heights was on West Atkinson Avenue. Atkinson,
originally named County Road, was renamed after Vickers T. Atkinson who was a member of the
County Board that approved the Williamsburg Heights Subdivision (today’s Williamsburg Heights
neighborhood) in 1889. See list of businesses below on the Arlington Heights stretch of Atkinson
Avenue in 1933. A summary and notes follow.

Addresses on W. Atkinson
in 1933

Names of businesses, apartments, offices, and organizations
from Milwaukee City Directory

825

Apartments

827

Fern Beauty Shop

829

Edgar Schroeter Barber

830

Otto Wachs Grocery

839

Badger Paint & Hardware Stores Inc.

844

Standard Oil Filling Station

901

Samuel Youngerman Clothes Cleaners

936

Atkinson Triangle

937

Arrow Service Station

1026

Albert E. Loppnow Hardware

1027

Globe Wire & Iron Works

1030

Atkinson Deli

1036

Whitehall Pharmacy Inc.

1101

Morris A. Copeland Grocery & Meats

1102

Lee’s Super Service Station

1103

Apartments

1107

R.W. Schuster Engraving Company

1123

Le Rose Apartments

1213

Apartments

1235

Apartments

1237

Woodford-Ott Radio Company
Edward Kruke Real Estate

1239

Atkinson Service Station

1246

Alvin Krempel Dress & Lingerie Shop

1301

John Martin Grocery & Meats

1306

Atkinson Tavern

1307

Carl W. Suhrbier Garage

Addresses on W. Atkinson
in 1933

Names of businesses, apartments, offices, and organizations
from Milwaukee City Directory

1310

Apartments

1311

Frank J. Collins Barber

1312

Grove Pet Shop

1314

Fred V. Garner Restaurant

1317

Atkinson Avenue Fruits & Vegetables Market

1318

Mrs. Laura R. Nielsen Beauty Castle

1321

Henry Praznovski Shoe Repair

1323

National Tea Company Groceries

1337

Buerger’s Service Station

1401

Shell Petroleum Corporation Filling Station

1418

Palace Apartments

1422-24

Earl W. Gilkerson Tavern

1426

United Fruit Market

1428

Rennicke Bakery

1430

Apartments

1432

Louis C. Krentz Meats

1434

Great A & P Tea Company Groceries

1438

Apartments

1440

William W. Konrad Shoe Repair

1442

Emil R. Patz Barber

1444

Paul R. Wiesler Dentist

1446
1446

Theodore H. Erck Drugs
Post Office Station #18

1515

Apartments

1527

Grimshaw Apartments

1537

Morton Hall Apartments

1625

George W. Amrhein Florist

1646

Goerge Fath Filling Station

Addresses on W. Atkinson
in 1933

Names of businesses, apartments, offices, and organizations
from Milwaukee City Directory

1701

Ervin R. Boettner Groceries

1709

Clarence H. Lange Awnings

1710

Dolores Apartments

1720

Apartments

1738

Apartments

1734

Apartments

1735

Apartments

1737

Fred E. Polzin Groceries & Meats

1742

Carl Eisemann Baker

1808

Pollak Drug Company

1810

Apartments

1812

Robert Nicholas Hardware

1814

A’Lure Beauty Salon

1840

Louis J. Mesheske Meats

1844

El Genier Beauty Studio

1846

National Tea Company Groceries

1903

Mueller Radio Inc.

1905

Atkinson Apartments

1909

Delicious Food Products Company

1911

Snappy Cleaners & Dyers

1920

Nels P. Larson Painter

1923

Joseph Heinecke Barber

1933

William Herro Real Estate

1937

Mrs. Bertha Voelker Groceries (Valentine Voelker)

1939

Mrs. Daila Baker Restaurant

1943

Clarence S. Schmidt Drugs

Summary and notes from census and other records:
•

The shops on Atkinson easily met the needs of Arlington Heights residents in 1933.
Included among the stores were 15 food stores (supermarkets, bakeries, butcher
shops, small grocers), 4 drug stores, 7 gas stations, 3 hardware stores, 4 barbers, 3
beauty shops, 2 cleaners, and 3 restaurants/delis, to name just a few.

• There were 18 apartment complexes on this stretch of Atkinson.
• As in most Milwaukee neighborhoods prior to 1970, few of the shopkeepers had attended
high school. Most were immigrants or children of immigrants.
• Edgar Schroeter, the barber, was a grandson of a German immigrant. He rented at various
locations in and around the Arlington Heights neighborhood. He’d completed the 8th grade.
• Otto Wachs, the grocer, was a German immigrant. He had completed the 5th grade.
• Samuel Youngermann, the cleaner, was a Yiddish-speaking immigrant born in Novmeallecsander,
Russia. He worked as a tailor in the Sherman Park area before his Atkinson store.
• Albert Loppnow, with the hardware store, was the son of German immigrants. He lived at the
same address as his store in 1940. He’d completed one year of high school.
• Alvin Krempel, with the dress shop, may have been forced out of business by the Great
Depression. By 1940 he was working as a factory hand. He’d completed the 8th grade.
• Melvin R. Rennicke, the baker, rented an apartment at the Palace Apartments, just up the
street from his bakery. He’d completed the 6th grade.
• Louis C. Krentz, the butcher, owned a home about a mile west of his shop. He had registered
for the World War II draft, but does not seem to have served. He completed the 8th grade.
• William Konrad, the shoe repairman, was the son of German immigrants. Before opening his
shop on Atkinson, he’d worked in a shoe factory. He’d completed the 8th grade. He owned
his home just west of his shop.
• Emil R. Patz, the barber, was an immigrant from Russia. He appeared to be a member of the
German Russian community that settled north of Arlington Heights--in Granville--in the early
20th century. German Russians were ethnic Germans that migrated to Russia in the late 18th
century at the urging of the Russian Czars. Emil had completed the 6th grade.
• Theodore Erck, the druggist, had a successful run on Atkinson. He appeared to have been
running the drug store prior to 1920 and well into the 1950s--and perhaps beyond. He had
completed two years of college.
• George Amrhein, the florist, was one of the few merchants in the area who was not German.
He was the grandson of French immigrants. He had completed the 8th grade.
• Louis Mesheske, the butcher, was from ND. He was the son of German immigrants and had
completed the 5th grade.
• Daila Baker, with the restaurant, was the daughter of a German immigrant. She’d been
widowed just before opening the restaurant. By 1940 she was operating a beauty shop.
The following randomly selected resident from the 1930s is a good example of the difficulties that
families in the neighborhood faced during these times.

Arlington Heights Random Resident (1930s)
Name selected randomly from the 1933 City Directory in the Arlington Heights area
(photo and other information found in public records on Ancestry.com)
Ida Ziebell
Ida Ziebell (nee Dally) and her family rented a flat at 3570a North 10th Street in the 1930s.
She was a German immigrant and German was her household language. In 1933 she was 51years-old and had been recently widowed from husband Albert.

By 1933, Milwaukee was just beginning to feel the effects of the Great Depression.
There were a number of people in Ida’s household who were probably contributing to her
support and that of her two minor children, Walter and Alma. These included her 23-year-old
son Alfred who was working as an assembler in a local auto factory, a 21-year-old daughter
Louise who worked in a shoe factory, and a boarder, Melvin Kopp, who was a printer apprentice
in a lithograph factory. Living nearby was Ida’s oldest son Erich, married, and working as a
press helper in a lithograph factory—probably the same one where Kopp apprenticed.
However, by 1940 the Great Depression was having stronger effects on Milwaukeeans,
and the workers’ job options were more limited. No records could
be found for Louise, who may have married. Son Albert no longer
worked for the auto factory, as production of automobiles had
practically ceased nationwide. In 1940 Albert was working at a
lithograph factory—probably the same one where brother Erich
worked, and unfortunately died just a few years into the 1940s—
cause unknown. Melvin Kopp, who in the 1930s was looking
forward to a family-supporting job in the lithography business,
did not achieve this. By 1940 he was working for the government
as a truck driver, probably for the WPA. Only the older son Erich
kept his job in the lithograph factory.
Somehow Ida Ziebell and her two younger children managed to
survive the Great Depression. Ida lived to be 71 and was buried at
Lincoln Memorial Cemetery.
New populations arrive
Gradually populations other than German were pushing into the Harambee and Arlington Heights
area, mainly from the Lower East Side and Riverwest neighborhoods, which included Poles, Italians,
and Puerto Ricans--particularly after World War II. Some Eastern European Jews opened shops
along the business corridors in and near the neighborhood. Another population was about to arrive.
African American era
It was the African American population that would dominate Arlington Heights in the latter half of the
20th century. Free blacks had lived in Milwaukee since the turn of the 19th century. Milwaukee’s first
mayor, Solomon Juneau, had an African American cook named Joe Oliver. Most of the earliest
arriving blacks who settled in Milwaukee were self-employed or semi-skilled workers, and lived
in every area of the city. Many owned property.
Much would change during the period called the Great Migration, which began in 1910.
Many push-pull factors would contribute to urban migration of blacks all over the United
States—factors including worsening racism in the South, higher wages in the North, and the
wartime decline in European immigration--which reduced the number of available workers in
industrial cities. Milwaukee actually played a central role in this migration. A city industry, Allis
Chalmers, produced the cotton-picking machine, which put many blacks in the South out of
work. In addition, some local industrialists began recruiting African Americans from the South.
By mid-century, most African Americans in Milwaukee lived within one square mile in the
central city—an area southeast of today’s Arlington Heights—that was then known as Bronzeville. The
exact boundaries of Bronzeville are disputed, but most locate them somewhere between Juneau and
North Avenues and 3rd (as it was known at the time) and 12th Streets. Walnut Street was the
community’s business and entertainment center.

During the 1950s and 1960s, two government programs displaced most in this community.
One program was the Urban Renewal Administration, which had been designed to improve central
city housing. Many blocks in Bronzeville were slated for revitalization, and residents on these blocks
were forced to sell their homes or were forced to find alternative housing in other areas of the city.
During the same time period, the Milwaukee County Expressway Commission was building two major
freeway corridors in the heart of the city. One cut directly across Bronzeville, discarding Walnut Street
as the center of the community.
Over 8,000 homes were lost as were nearly all of the scores of businesses and organizations on
or near Walnut Street. Many of the displaced residents of Bronzeville moved north into the Harambee
neighborhood and from there some moved north and west. Many ended up in Arlington Heights.

Current populations (as of 2021)
Today, Arlington Heights neighborhood has approximately 5,000 people. Over 9 in 10 residents
are African American. There is also a scattering of other populations in the neighborhood, including
European Americans (nearly all claiming German ancestry), indigenous Africans (many from
sub-Saharan Africa and Somalia), Asians (mostly Hmong/Lao), Latinos (the majority with
Mexican ancestry), and residents of multiple backgrounds. Arlington Heights is also young,
with over 4 in 10 residents under age 20. In addition, the neighborhood has significantly more
women than men.
Over three-quarters of the residents in Arlington Heights live in low and low middleincome households, where the annual income is under $50,000. The most common occupations
in the neighborhood are in the fields of production, administration, and healthcare support.
There are over two times the number of residents in the healthcare support field than in other
areas in Milwaukee.
Home ownership is high in Arlington Heights, relative to Milwaukee overall. Just
under half of all property units in Arlington Heights are owned. Homes are modestly priced.
Over 8 in 10 homes have select owner costs (e.g., mortgages, deeds of trust, contracts to
purchase, taxes, insurance) between $500 and $1,500 a month, and nearly half of these are
under $1,000. Rents are also modest with over three-quarters of the units going for under
$1,000, and many of these are under $500.

NEIGHBORHOOD FEATURES
•
•

Business and Economic Academy of Milwaukee, at 3620 N. 18th St., a public charter school
(preK-8) focusing on academic excellence that also runs a school business.
Atkinson Park, at the intersection of Atkinson, Nash, and 9th (see photo below).

RECURRING NEARBY OUTINGS (Public health status permitting)
In the following section the website addresses have been eliminated due to technical problems
with the various ways different web browsers display PDF files. Website information on these
events is available through the book Milwaukee Area Outings on the Cheap. See below.
JUNETEENTH DAY
When?

Where?

Description and contact info

Admission

June 19, daytime

Along Martin Luther
King Dr. between
Center and Burleigh
Sts.

Celebration of the US holiday that commemorates the day in 1865
when the end of slavery was announced in Texas, with everything
African American—the food, families, music, clothes, dance, exhibits, crafts, art, and a parade.

Free

BRONZEVILLE WEEK
When?

Where?

Description and contact info

Admission

Aug., 2 week

MLK Dr., between
Garfield Ave. and
Center St.

Cultural and arts festival, with a run/walk run, health screenings,
trolley rides, arts night, poetry readings.

Free

nd

HARAMBEE COMMUNITY MARKET
When?

Where?

Description and contact info

Mid Jun.-early
Rose Park, 3045 N. Fresh food from Wisconsin farms, baked goods, crafts, art.
Oct., Sat. 12-4pm MLK Jr. Dr.

Admission
Free

LOCUST STREET FESTIVAL OF MUSIC AND ART
When?

Where?

Description and contact info

Mid Jun., Sun.
11am-8pm

Locust St. between Featuring six live music venues and a variety of food, artists and
Humboldt & Holton vendors with up to 30,000 people.

Admission
Free

BRONZEVILLE JAZZ IN THE HOOD
When?

Where?

Description and contact info

Early Jul., Fri.
4-9pm

4th St. between
Celebration of African-American culture that focuses on local
North and Garfield creative entrepreneurial talent with art performances.

Admission
Free

WALK THROUGH OLD BRONZEVILLE
When?

Where?

Description and contact info

Daily, by appt.,
1:30-4

Lapham Park Apart- Visit to replica of the once thriving Walnut Street, the heart of
ments and Senior Bronzeville, in lower level of Lapham Center. To reserve time, call
Center 1901 N. 6th (414) 286-8859
St.

Admission
Free

CENTER STREET DAYS
When?

Where?

Description and contact info

Early Aug., Sat.
all day

Center St. between Music, food, arts, crafts, cart race, car show.
Humboldt Ave. &
Holton St.

Admission
Free

KWANZAA
When?

Where?

Description and contact info

Late Dec.

Wisconsin Black
An African-American cultural festival held from December 26 to
Historical Center,
January 1.
2620 W. Center St.

Admission
Free

FREE FAMILY SWIM
When?

Where?

Description and contact info

Wed. 7:05-8:15pm North Division H.S., Swimming. Children 7 and under must be accompanied by adult.
1011 W. Center St., Swim caps can be purchased at site. 267-5077.
enter west side of
bldg.

Admission
Free

These outings are provided courtesy of MECAH Publishing. To access the book that provides
nearly 600 outings—all priced under $10—for the entire Greater Milwaukee area, go to
http://mecahmilwaukee.com/NonFiction.html

QUOTES FROM RESIDENTS
If you are a resident in the Arlington Heights neighborhood and would like to add an interesting
quote about this area, please send an email to JFLanthropologist@currently.com

PHOTOS
Todays neighborhood-Bungalows at
15th & Capitol Drive

Todays neighborhood-Atkinson Park

Todays neighborhood-Businesses at 18th & Atkinson

Todays neighborhoodChurch of the Incarnation at 15th & Keefe

Todays neighborhood-Gospel Lutheran Church

For more information on Milwaukee neighborhoods, refer to John Gurda’s Milwaukee, City of
Neighborhoods.
Do you have great photos of this neighborhood? Are you a resident with an interesting
quote about this neighborhood? Do you have recurring outings, additions, corrections, or
general comments about this neighborhood? Please email your input to Dr. Jill Florence
Lackey at: jflanthropologist@currently.com

www.urban-anthropology.org

